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1 The Pipeline Customer Coalition consists of
American Iron and Steel Institute, the LDC Caucus
of the American Gas Association, American Public
Gas Association, Associated Gas Distributors,
Georgia Industrial Group, Independent Petroleum
Association of America, Natural Gas Supply
Association, Process Gas Consumers, and United
Distribution Companies.

2 Comments and Petition of the Pipeline
Customer Coalition and Amended Petition of the
Pipeline Customer Coalition for Proposed
Rulemaking, and Comments and Petition of the
Interstate Natural Gas Association of America filed
in Regulation of Negotiated Transportation Services
of Natural Gas Pipelines, et al., Docket No. RM96–
7–000, et al.

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission

[Docket No. PL98–4–000]

Symposium on Process and Reform:
Commission Complaint Procedures;
Notice of Conference

March 10, 1998.
Take notice that the Federal Energy

Regulatory Commission (Commission)
will host a forum on Monday, March 30,
1998, at 1:00 p.m., 888 First Street, N.E.,
Washington, D.C. 20426 in the
Commission meeting room. All
interested persons are invited to attend

This forum is the second in a series
of symposia on reform of regulatory
processes at the Commission. The
purpose of the symposium is to discuss
the Commission’s complaint procedures
in order to determine: (1) How well the
Commission’s current complaint
procedures are working, (2) whether
changes to the current complaint
procedures are appropriate, and (3)
what type of changes should be made.

The Commission has received
proposals filed by the Pipeline
Customer Coalition (Coalition) 1 and the
Interstate Natural Gas Association of
America (INGAA) for expedited
procedures for the consideration and
resolution of complaints filed with
respect to pipeline rates, services or
practices.2 The Commission’s complaint
procedures have also been the subject of
comment in the context of electricity
regulation in the proceeding in Docket
No. PL98–3–000, in which the
Commission held a round-table
discussion on processes for assuring
non-discriminatory transmission
services as new reliability rules are
developed. Proposed improvements to
the Commission’s complaint procedures
may also be applicable to the
Commission’s regulation of oil
pipelines.

The Coalition’s proposal was to
amend the Commission’s regulations to
require pipeline tariffs to contain an
informal complaint procedure, and to

formalize procedures for using the
Commission’s Hotline. The Coalition’s
proposal also would establish various
categories of complaints eligible for
expedited consideration and would
require the Commission to abide by time
deadlines depending on the type of
complaint and procedural mechanism
chosen by the Commission. The INGAA
proposal, among other things, would
make fewer types of complaints eligible
for expedited action and is designed to
supplement rather than replace the
Commission’s current regulations.

Current Procedures. In addressing
how well the Commission’s current
complaint procedures are working,
participants may comment on the
various ways to pursue a complaint: (1)
The complaint procedures of Rule 206;
(2) the informal procedures in pipeline
or electric utility tariffs; (3) the
Commission’s Hotline; and (4) ADR
procedures pursuant to Rules 604 and
605.

Under Rule 206 of the Commission’s
existing rules of practice and procedure,
18 CFR 385.206, any person may file a
complaint against any other person
alleged to be in violation of any statute,
rule, order or other law administered by
the Commission, or for any other alleged
wrong over which the Commission has
jurisdiction. A respondent to a
complaint must file an answer, unless
the Commission orders otherwise.
Pursuant to Rule 213, the answer must
be filed within 30 days from the filing
of the complaint or 30 days after
publication of a notice of the complaint
in the Federal Register, if a notice is
published, whichever is later. Rule 206
also provides a procedure to be followed
if the respondent satisfies the
complaint. After all pleadings are filed,
the regulations do not govern the further
handling of the complaint.

In addition to filing a complaint
pursuant to Rule 206, there are several
other methods which an aggrieved party
may use in order to resolve a complaint.
An aggrieved party can use the informal
procedures contained in the tariff of a
pipeline or electric utility or can contact
the Commission’s Enforcement Hotline.
Many aggrieved parties make it a
practice of using the Hotline prior to
filing a formal complaint against a
pipeline or electric utility.

Finally, pipelines, electric utilities,
and customers have the ability to use
the Commission’s alternative dispute
resolution (ADR) procedures. Rule 604
of the Commission’s Rules of Practice
and Procedure generally addresses
alternative means of dispute resolution
such as settlement negotiations,
conciliation, facilitation, mediation,
factfinding, minitrials, and arbitration,

or any combination thereof. Rule 605
governs the specific procedure of
arbitration. Parties must agree to the use
of any type of ADR and must first obtain
the Commission’s approval to use ADR.

Scope of Discussion. The symposium
will cover: (1) What types of changes, if
any, should be made to the
Commission’s complaint procedures
and whether changes in the
Commission’s regulations and/or
changes in the Commission’s internal
procedures are appropriate; (2) Whether
expediting the formal complaint process
can be accomplished only through
procedural changes or whether
substantive changes to Commission
policies are required; (3) Whether
complaints should be expedited based
on the type of issues and, if so, what
type of issues could be resolved
expeditiously; and (4) Can a uniform
expedited complaint procedure be
established for both electric and
pipeline matters, or should separate
procedures be established for electric
and pipeline matters?

Other questions that may be discussed
include: How is the Commission’s
Enforcement Hotline working and are
any changes required? What should be
the relationship between the
Commission’s complaint process and
enforcement process? Should the
Commission take a more active role in
prosecuting complaints by, for example,
allowing an anonymous formal
complaint process? What role can the
Commission’s ADR rules play in
resolving complaints? If the
Commission develops alternative
complaint procedures with differing
procedural steps and timelines, what
criteria could be used to decide which
process is appropriate for a particular
case? For example, should the
complainant be able to waive certain
procedures in order to obtain a decision
within a particular time? If the issue
affects interests broader than the
complainant, how should that affect the
procedures used?

Procedures to Participate. In order to
obtain a complete picture of the current
complaint process, the Commission
seeks the views of all segments of the
gas, electric, and oil pipeline industries,
as well as state regulatory agencies, and
members of the energy bar. The
symposium will be organized so that a
representative cross section of views are
obtained.

Written comments may be filed at any
time, but should be filed within 15 days
after the conference. Any person who
wishes to participate in the discussion
should submit a written request to the
Secretary of the Commission by March
16, 1998. The request should indicate
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the topic and scope of the participants
planned remarks. This will assist in
selecting the members of each panel. A
separate notice organizing the
symposium will be issued at a later
date.

All questions concerning the format of
the conference should be directed to:
David Faerberg, Office of the General
Counsel, Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission, 888 First Street, N.E.,
Washington, D.C. 20426, (202) 208–
1275.

By direction of the Commission.

Linwood A. Watson, Jr.,
Acting Secretary.
[FR Doc. 98–6719 Filed 3–13–98; 8:45 am]

BILLING CODE 6717–01–M

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
AGENCY

[FRL–5978–1]

Cancellation of Common Sense
Initiative Council, Printing Sector
Subcommittee Meeting

AGENCY: Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA).

ACTION: Notice of cancellation of open
meeting of the Public Advisory
Common Sense Initiative Council,
Printing Sector Subcommittee.

SUMMARY: Pursuant to the Federal
Advisory Committee Act, Public Law
92–463, notice is given that the Printing
Sector Subcommittee of the Common
Sense Initiative Council meeting
scheduled for Friday, March 20, 1998,
in Washington, D.C. has been cancelled.
The Subcommittee meeting is
postponed to a later date because project
teams need additional time in order to
have products to present before the
subcommittee.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: For
more information about the cancellation
of this meeting, please call Ms. Gina
Bushong, Designated Federal Official
(DFO), at EPA by telephone on (202)
564–5081 in Washington, DC, by fax on
(202) 564-0009, or by e-mail at
bushong.gina@epamail.epa.gov.

Dated: March 10, 1998.

Kathleen Bailey,
Designated Federal Officer.
[FR Doc. 98–6702 Filed 3–13–98; 8:45 am]

BILLING CODE 6560–50–P

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
AGENCY

[FRL–5977–8]

Environmental Laboratory Advisory
Board: Nominees, Meeting Date and
Agenda

AGENCY: Environmental Protection
Agency.
ACTION: Notice of open meeting.

SUMMARY: The Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) will convene an open
meeting of the Environmental
Laboratory Advisory Board (ELAB) on
April 16, 1998, from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m.
This meeting will be conducted by
teleconference. The public is invited to
join Ms. Ramona Trovato in Room 911,
West Tower, Waterside Mall, 401 M
Street, S.W., Washington, D.C.

The agenda will include discussion
on the final report of the TSCA/FIFRA
Good Laboratory Practices (GLP)
Subcommittee and the newly
established subcommittee on Third
Party Assessors.

The public is encouraged to attend.
Time will be allotted for public
comment. Written comments are
encouraged and should be directed to
Ms. Jeanne Mourrain; Designated
Federal Officer; USEPA; NCERQA (MD–
75); Research Triangle Park, NC 27711.
If questions arise, please contact Ms.
Mourrain at 919/541–1120, fax 919/
541–4261, or E-mail
mourrain.jeanne@epamail.epa.gov.

Dated: March 6, 1998.
Nancy W. Wentworth,
Director, Quality Assurance Division.
[FR Doc. 98–6698 Filed 3–13–98; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6560–50–P

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS
COMMISSION

Notice of Public Information
Collection(s) Submitted to OMB for
Review and Approval

March 6, 1998.
SUMMARY: The Federal Communications
Commission, as part of its continuing
effort to reduce paperwork burden
invites the general public and other
Federal agencies to take this
opportunity to comment on the
following information collection(s), as
required by the Paperwork Reduction
Act of 1995, Pub. L. 104–13. An agency
may not conduct or sponsor a collection
of information unless it displays a
currently valid control number. No
person shall be subject to any penalty
for failing to comply with a collection

of information subject to the Paperwork
Reduction Act (PRA) that does not
display a valid control number.
Comments are requested concerning (a)
whether the proposed collection of
information is necessary for the proper
performance of the functions of the
Commission, including whether the
information shall have practical utility;
(b) the accuracy of the Commission’s
burden estimate; (c) ways to enhance
the quality, utility, and clarity of the
information collected; and (d) ways to
minimize the burden of the collection of
information on the respondents,
including the use of automated
collection techniques or other forms of
information technology.
DATES: Written comments should be
submitted on or before April 15, 1998.
If you anticipate that you will be
submitting comments, but find it
difficult to do so within the period of
time allowed by this notice, you should
advise the contact listed below as soon
as possible.
ADDRESSES: Direct all comments to Judy
Boley, Federal Communications
Commission, Room 234, 1919 M St.,
N.W., Washington, DC 20554 or via
internet to jboley@fcc.gov.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: For
additional information or copies of the
information collection(s), contact Judy
Boley at 202–418–0214 or via internet at
jboley@fcc.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

OMB Control No.: 3060–0110.
Title: Application for Renewal of

License for AM, FM, TV, Translator or
LPTV Station.

Form No.: FCC Form 303–S.
Type of Review: Extension of a

currently approved collection.
Respondents: Business or other for-

profit, not-for-profit institutions.
Number of Respondents: 5,492.
Estimated Time Per Response: 2.67–

11.25 hours (0.67–1.25 hours
respondent; 0–10 hours for an attorney).

Frequency of Response: Upon license
expiration.

Cost to Respondents: $3,054,891.
Total Annual Burden: 9,190 hours.
Needs and Uses: The FCC 303–S is

used in applying for renewal of license
for an AM, FM, TV, FM/TV Translator
and LPTV broadcast stations. The data
is used by FCC staff to assure that
necessary forms connected with renewal
have been filed and that the licensee
continues to meet the basic statutory
requirements to remain a licensee. The
local public notice informs the public
that the station has filed for license
renewal.

OMB Control No.: 3060–0594.
Title: Cost of Service Filing for

Regulated Cable Services.


